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THE COMPLETE ASSURANCE WE HAVE IN CHRIST  

Romans 5:1-11 – Focus vss. 1-2, 9-11 

 

This chapter begins a new section in the book of Romans.  In 

chapters 1 – 4 Paul has been speaking to everyone in the 

sense he explained how any person could have the 

righteousness of Christ through faith.  Now he is speaking to 

those who have appropriated or “faithed” in Jesus and the 

results of doing that.   

 

I. HAVING BEEN JUSTIFIED IS A “DONE DEAL” - IF YOU 

HAVE REPENTED AND HAVE BIBLICAL BELIEF IN 

JESUS, THEN YOU ARE “IN CHRIST” AND NOTHING 

CAN EVER CHANGE THAT  

 

It is important for us to look at the construction of how the 

Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write this.  Therefore, “having been 

justified.”  That is a past tense construction.  It is speaking 

about something that has happened in the past that is now 

over and done with and the effects of that past event are now 

a present reality.  Paul told us how we are saved by faith 

through grace; we are justified based on the actions of Jesus 

and not our own actions.  It is the cross of Christ that saves 

us.  We can be pronounced “not guilty” because in “God’s 

courtroom” Jesus took the punishment meant for each of us.  

And it is our “faith” in His action for us at Calvary that releases 

us from judgement; because we are given His righteousness, 

we are forgiven when we surrender to Jesus!   
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It is important for us to see this: our salvation is a FINISHED 

WORK based solely on Jesus’ work for us at the Cross.  It is 

not dependent on our “feelings,” our “trying harder,” our 

“being a good person,” or “doing some things to make God 

have a better view of us” (i.e. to make ourselves feel better).  

When a person truly understands this, it frees them from 

guilty feelings (notice I said guilty feelings and not conviction).  

Conviction is a positive thing.  Guilty feelings are a negative 

thing.  Guilty feelings drive us away from God and conviction 

breaks us and helps us move toward the Lord and fall on His 

grace and ask for His delivering power.  When we understand 

this, we can have confidence in our standing before God.  Note 

again that the verb we are looking at is a past tense finished 

action.  In other words, the “having been justified” is a DONE 

DEAL.  I want every Christian present today to hear that.  Your 

relationship with Jesus is based on His work and not yours.  

And the transaction done by the Lord God and by the Holy 

Spirit cannot be reversed!   

 

There are way too many people in church on any given Sunday 

who are not sure of their salvation.  That is such a sad fact.  I 

ask people: do you think that God went to all the trouble to 

send forth His Spirit working through the prophets, calling out 

a people unto Himself, revealing Himself to us over time and 

that revelation is now in the sixty books of the Bible, and then 

send His one and only Son to die a cruel death and rise again 

… do you think the Lord God did all of that so we could MAYBE 

KNOW THAT WE ARE SAVED.  No way!  God is not that dumb!  

The Way He made through His Son for us to come to Him is a 

SURE way.  Since it is based on His grace and not our works, 

that makes it a done deal.  The real issue is that we need to be 
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broken from our own self-righteousness.  Simply trusting in 

Jesus is enough.   

 

If I were to ask each of you personally and directly today: “do 

you know for 100 percent certain that you have eternal life” – 

a new life now, a walk with Jesus; and do you have the 

complete assurance that you will be with Him for all eternity”?  

What would your answer be?  Do you express that assurance 

to others?  If not why not?  Friends this salvation is the THE 

most important thing in all the world; all the universe.  It 

seems to me that if God went to all this trouble to save us He 

does not want us to be in doubt about it!  If you are in doubt 

you will never be able to live in victory in your life.  You will 

always vacillate, back and forth, never gaining any ground in 

the pattern of your life.  When we get broken of ourselves we 

then can REST IN CHRIST!  

 

II. WE HAVE PEACE WITH GOD THROUGH OUR LORD 

JESUS CHRIST  

 

This means that we are no longer struggling with God; we are 

no longer His enemy; we are able to be with Him because of 

Christ’s imputed righteousness.  We are no longer under His 

wrath.  Please note that this is peace WITH God.  It is not 

necessarily the peace OF God.  A person cannot truly have the 

peace OF God without knowing for certain that they are at 

peace WITH God.  Our state of spiritual warfare with God has 

been changed through Jesus’ work on Calvary to give to all 

who repent and believe a permanent state of peace with God!  

Amazing.  This is wonderful.  And it is important for every 

believer to know and sense the joy that comes from this 

peace.  So we have PEACE WITH GOD through the shed blood 
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of Jesus Christ.  And because of that peace with God, if we 

REST in that fact, we can have the PEACE OF GOD that passes 

all understanding.  When a Christian does not understand the 

simple facts of what the Word of God teaches about their 

salvation, then they will always struggle with this.  Some 

people never get to the point of knowing God’s peace because 

they do not appropriate what God’s Word says about the fact 

that they have peace WITH God.  This is why sound doctrine 

and reading and studying God’s Word is essential.  The facts of 

the Word do affect your state of mind and heart.  We were 

enemies with God, but God has taken care of the wrath that 

was meant for us by pouring it out on His Son.  Amazing 

Grace!  Now we (those who have given their life to Jesus) have 

peace with God!  This is safe and secure because it is 

something based on Christ’s work and not ours.   

 

III. WE HAVE DIRECT PERSONAL ACCESS TO GOD 

THROUGH JESUS CHRIST  

 

This has extra meaning to a Jew reading this in the first 

century.  The tabernacle and then the temple were constructed 

with an elaborate system of various types of people allowed to 

get to the various parts of the building.  And the innermost 

section, being the Holy of Holies, was reserved only for the 

High Priest who would go beyond the veil in the temple once a 

year and throw blood on the mercy seat for the sins of the 

people. 

 

But Christ’s death ended that.  Through His atoning 

sacrifice, He made God the Father accessible to any person, 

Jew or Gentile, who trusts in that sacrifice.  The writer of 

Hebrews encourages believers to “draw near with confidence 
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to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may 

find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16). 

To make this truth graphic, when Jesus was crucified, 

“the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom” 

by God’s power (Matt. 27:51).  His death forever removed 

the barrier to God’s holy presence that the Temple veil 

represented.1 

  

If you have sinned and done something terrible, that does not 

mean that your access to God is gone.  In fact the Lord wants 

you to utilize that access even more at that moment!  The 

author of Hebrews urges us to “draw near to the throne of 

grace.”  The adversary tries to get Christians to shrink back 

from talking to the Lord about their sin and their failures.  He 

puts into our minds that “the church does not really love you 

and those people down there are all judgmental, etc.”  I do not 

want to be around them.  Well it is at that time that you need 

Jesus and the fellowship of His people the most.   

  

Since we DO HAVE ACCESS God, we need to utilize that right 

of access as much as we can.  We can do so by:  

• Confessing known sin and asking for strength to obey  

• Getting into the Word of God regularly  

• Being with others who you are accountable to (being real 

about Jesus and your life with others) 

• Trusting God’s Word - not your emotions - and continually 

training yourself to do that  

• Taking all your needs to God  

• Praying for people and situations that are related to Gospel 

Advance – people saved, specific needs for the church 

                                                           
1 John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Romans 1-8 (Moody Press, Chicago, 1991), 
276. 
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making progress in seeing changed lives, situations on the 

North American and International Mission field. 

 

IV. WE STAND IN THIS GRACE OF A PERMANENT 

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD BY FAITH IN CHRIST’S 

FINISHED WORK ON THE CROSS FOR US 

 

This is so important for us today.  Paul was sure of what he 

had in Jesus Christ.  Either the sacrifice of Jesus applies to you 

or it does not apply!  There is no middle ground.  When we say 

we stand in grace that has several implications.   

 

First of all, we stand on the sufficiency of Jesus death for us.  

That is the pinnacle of His work of grace for us. 

 

Secondly, when we stand in this grace we are standing in HIS 

ABILITY TO KEEP US AND NOT OURS.  Read below what 

MacArthur said on this:  

 

When a Christian is convinced he is eternally secure in 

Christ, he is freed from focusing on his own goodness and 

merit and is able to serve the Lord with the unqualified 

confidence that nothing can separate him from his heavenly 

Father.  He can say with Paul, “I am convinced that neither 

death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 

depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate 

us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

(Rom. 8:38-39).2 

 

                                                           
2 Ibid, 275. 
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Believers will often fall into sin, but their sin is not more 

powerful than God’s grace.  They are the very sins for which 

Jesus paid the penalty.  If no sin a person commits before 

salvation is too great for Christ’s atoning death to cover, 

surely no sin he commits after salvation is too great to be 

covered.  Later in this same changer the apostle declares, 

“For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 

through the death of His Son, much more, having been 

reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” (Rom. 5:10).  If a 

dying Savior could bring us to God’s grace, surely a living 

Savior can keep us in His grace.  Still later in the changer 

Paul affirms the truth again: “The Law came in that the 

transgression might increase,” he writes; “but where sin 

increased, grace abounded all the more” (Rom. 5:20).  

Standing in grace, we are in the sphere of constant 

forgiveness.3 

 

It is not so that believers may be free to sin that their 

salvation is secured.  The very purpose and effect of 

salvation is to free men from sin, not to free them to do it.  

“Having been freed from sin, you became slaves of 

righteousness,” Paul reminds the Roman believers later in 

this letter (Rom. 6:18).  A professing Christian who 

persistently and consistently sins proves that he does not 

belong to the Lord.  As the apostle John said of certain 

apostates in the early church, “They went out from us, but 

they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they 

would have remained with us; but they went out, in order 

that it might be shown that they all are not of us” (1 John 

2:19).  Later in that epistle John wrote: “No one who is born 

of God practices sin …. Anyone who does not practice 

                                                           
3 Ibid, 277. 
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righteousness is not of God” (3:9-10).  The true believer will 

begin, from salvation on, a new pattern of righteousness 

springing from his new nature which hates sin and loves 

God.  He will not be perfect, but his desires will be different 

and so will his patterns of behavior.  That new development 

toward holiness is God’s work as we shall see in coming 

chapters.4 

 

V. BECAUSE OUR STANDING IN GOD’S GRACE IS SECURE, 

WE CAN REJOICE IN THE FACT THAT WE CONTINUE TO 

EXPERIENCE THE GLORY OF GOD FOREVER!   

 

We exult is the word used in the NKJV.  This is a simple word 

expressing joy to the fullest.  And this exultation or glorying is 

based on the sure fact that what we have in Jesus is sure and 

secure.  We have God’s assurance that not only will we see 

God and His glory, but we will be partakers of His glory.  We 

are predestined to become conformed to image of God’s Son 

(Rom. 8:29).  Oh friend, we shall see Him and we shall all be 

changed into His likeness.  We will be free from this old body 

of flesh, and we will have a new resurrection body and share in 

His glory.  And that is why we can exult in our tribulations.  

That word is used for applying pressure, and when the 

pressure is applied to our lives, it gets the sin out and brings 

forth the Lord’s stamina and ability.  We are talking about 

pressure applied from the world because of the Gospel (not 

disobedience and its consequences).  We can know that in the 

pressure of the world, the world system, that we will be just 

fine.  Because the system is not just against us, it is against 

the Lord. And since we are standing in His grace, He will give 

us grace to make it through for His name.  If we are partakers 

                                                           
4 Ibid, 278. 
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of His grace, then His grace will sustain, His grace will give the 

strength to obey even when it is hard, His grace will give us 

the needed discipline and character to stay the gospel course.  

MacArthur said this: “The more a believer pursues holiness, 

the more he is persecuted and troubled and the greater will be 

his hope as he is sustained through it all by God’s powerful 

grace.”5  

 

 

How sure are you today that you stand before God justified?  

Do you have peace with God?  Or do you sense that something 

is not right with you and the Lord God?  Jesus can take your 

sin and cleanse you, forgive you, and give you peace with God 

right now!  Maybe you know you are born again but you have 

been letting the world’s thinking slip in and ruin your joy.  You 

have reverted back to trying harder (last Sunday’s message).  

And you always sense you do not measure up.  You are 

operating under the old rules, the old covenant.  It is time to 

get the truth of God’s Word in your mind and heart.  If you are 

saved then you HAVE PEACE WITH GOD!  PERIOD.  And He 

wants you to REST IN THAT today.  Whatever your need, you 

do not need to go through life wondering about whether you 

are “right with God” or not.  Jesus’ work on the Cross is 

enough for God the Father.  All you need to do is repent of 

your sin and believe in Jesus with all your heart.  What do you 

say friend?  Would you come as we sing.  We can help you 

today.  And maybe you are led by the Lord to become a part of 

this church family and make an eternal difference for the 

Gospel through this church.  Well praise God, just come and 

let the pastor know!  We will receive you and put you to work 

for Jesus.  We can EXULT together in our hope in Jesus Christ! 

                                                           
5 Ibid, 283. 


